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Editorial 

One of our articles in this issue is of a line in Cyprus. We would like to make it clear that the 
information for the report was collected between 29th October 1955 and 11th February 1956, 
whilst the author was residing in the island at the expense of Her Majesty's Government, 
and he wishes to express his thanks to all employees of the Company for their co-operation 
and assistance. 

You may have noticed that your magazine has been reaching you more frequently than in 
the past. It is in fact, to be a bi-monthly, providing that you continue to let us have material 
for publishing. So let us have an article on YOUR pet line. Send all such articles direct to 
the Editor, and please write on one side of the paper only; last but not least, please do not 
forget the s.a.e. in all correspondence. 

Narrow-gauge railways in Wales have had quite a share of 'televising' during the past few 
months. Thanks are due in no small measure to our Hon. Secretary, and I would like to 
publicly thank him on behalf of the Society for all the hard work he has done in the 
background. As I have missed several of the 'telecasts' I can only hope that the BBC will re 
issue them as a composite film at some future date. 

Cover Photograph 

This shows a Drewry 0-6-0 diesel loco with a Chattenden-bound special train at Upnor (Low 
Level) Station on r: April 1956. The three small compartments of the leading coach, and the 
small type of workmen's coach, are worthy of note. 

A Cyprus Mineral Railway 

D.J.Hyson 

[Compilers Note :- this article was accompanied by a system map, trackplans, and sketches 
of some of the rolling-stock, all of which are unfortunately unsuitable for re-printing] 

In about 1935 the Hellenic Mining Company of Nicosia opened a 2'6"-gauge railway to carry 
gypsum, quarried near Drapia, and iron pyrites from their mine nearby, to the processing 
plant and shipping port at Vasilikos on the south coast of Cyprus, a distance of about six 
miles. At a later date, the Company opened a branch line to their quarries at Kalavassos; the 
rock from here is used to make plasterboard. At these quarries the trucks on the 2'6"-gauge 
track are loaded from hoppers, two of which are situated in the tunnels. These hoppers are 
fed from the quarries by independent 2ft-gauge systems. 

The Company owns six locomotives; No's 1 and 2 are 0-6-0 diesel-electrics built in 1938 by 
Orenstein & Koppel of Berlin. No. 9, built by the same firm at their Dortmund factory in 1952 
is an 0-6-0 diesel. No's 3 and 8 are 0-4-0 diesels built by Plymouth of Pittsburgh and fitted 
with Caterpillar engines. No. 5 is also an 0-4-0 built by Plymouth, but powered by a 
Hercules engine. 



The rolling-stock consists of nearly a hundred side-tipping trucks by Orenstein & Koppel or 
Hudson, a number of each make being fitted with brake platforms and hand screw brakes. 
The O&K trucks are fitted with rectangular wooden bodies 8'6" long by 4'6" wide. 

On the 2ft-gauge line at Kalavassos quarries, there are a number of O&K side-tipping trucks 
with a 2ft. wheelbase and a body length of 4'7"; there is also a small machine known as the 
S.M.G. "Salzgitter" the purpose of which is not known. 

At Drapia there is a small, rusty side-tipping truck, two small match trucks (apparently used 
to carry pit props into the mine) also a small platform truck made by fixing two sets of wheels 
to a crude timber frame. 

The main-line track is laid on a mixture of metal and wood sleepers, spaced at 
approximately 1'9" intervals. Metal sleepers are gradually replacing the wooden ones 
throughout. 

There are two overbridges, one of which carries a road, the other a small irrigation canal. 
The three underbridges are all to enable the line to cross the Vasilikos River. Two of the 
three tunnels are short ones leading to the loading hoppers at Kalavassos, the third being at 
Drapia, leading to the iron pyrites workings in the hill; according to the miners this is about 1 
Y:, miles long. In each case the tunnels are cut from the natural rock and reinforced with 
wooden props, apart from the first ten yards of the tunnel at Drapia, which has metal framing 
to the sides and roof. The entrances to all three tunnels have rough brick facings, although 
that at Drapia is more elaborate. 

The main line is normally worked by locos 3 and 8; the two diesel-electrics 1 and 2 are used 
to work extra trains, or when one of the Plymouths is in the works. The Kalavassos Branch 
is worked exclusively by No. 9 or in the event of its failure by No's 1 or 2. No. 5 is used as 
the shunter at Kalavassos Quarry. All locos are left out in the open, unless they happen to 
be at Vasilikos when the works are empty. 

On the main line trains pass at Kalavassos village, and branch-line trains are fitted in 
between the main-line ones. There is no signalling and no train staff, the trains working to a 
strict timetable. Services are worked six days a week with occasional Sunday or night 
journeys, if production demands. Maintenance of track is excellent, and is carried out by a 
gang of about nine men. Normally, trains consist of about a dozen trucks with two or three 
brakesmen and ·a driver. Overall speeds are not high due to the sharp curves, and 
maximum engine speeds are rarely reached. 

(to be continued) 

The Chattenden & Upnor Railway 

This railway is a 2'6"-gauge line owned by the Admiralty. It is not a light railway, being well 
constructed and fully signalled; and is worked on the normal single-line token system. It was 
originally steam operated, but now diesels are used entirely. 

Our visit was made on a Saturday, when the railway is not normally open, and a special train 
comprising the Drewry 0-6-0D, a workmen's carriage, and the brake-compo., was provided. 
This last has accommodation for 'Officers', 'Other Ranks' and 'Guard'. We were allowed to 



wander around the yard at Chattenden, and noticed that the 0-4-2T "Burnett Hall" was 
standing uncovered in the open in a very dilapidated state and her plates were missing; in 
the shed were the Hunslet 0-6-0D, the Planet 4w.D and a new Ruston 4w.D. The last 
'knifeboard' coach had been completely dismantled. The small semi-open brake van No. 212 
has been converted into an enclosed breakdown van to replace the gunpowder wagon 
formerly used. 

From Chattenden the train ran up to Lodge Hill platform. Chattenden Magazine Box was 
closed and the token was not exchanged. Rather surprisingly, photography was allowed at 
Lodge Hill, and the party was able to examine the battery-electric locos stored in the sheds. 
These do not work trains on the C&U proper but are used in Lodge Hill and Chattenden 
Magazine. The train meanwhile, ran empty into Lodge Hill depot to tum round, returning with 
the brake-compo. again in the rear. The party was photographed here in front of the train by 
a local reporter. 

The train then took us back down the line to Upnor (Low Level) where, as it was a naval 
train, we disembarked; it then ran down to the 'forbidden territory' in the docks to tum round. 
On the return journey to Chattendedn the train was stopped near the bridge over the Hoo 
Road for photography. The visit ended with a final look round Chattenden Yard. 

W.J.K.Davies. 

The Scout Moor Tramway 

The Stephenson Locomotive Society Journa1' for October 1955 contained a long article on 
this tramway. As a direct result of this, five members from the Leeds area visited the line 
during May to find out 'what was what'. The SLS article gave a full history of the tramway, 
and I refer members to it if they are interested. It is sufficient here to say that the 1 Y. -rnile 
line was cut by a landslide in 1939, since when it has been moribund. 

The attraction at Edenfield, near Rawtenstall, Lnacs., was an Aveling & Porter 2-2-0 traction 
[engine] type locomotive, the last known example extant of this firm's narrow-gauge 
products, running on the tramway's 3'0"-gauge lines. This has been 'dumped' since during 
the 1914-1918 War, and the sketch [unsuitable for reproduction) gives an idea of what is left. 
Enquiries have revealed that no drawings exist, but the following information has been 
supplied by Messrs. Aveling & Barford, to whom I am indebted: 

Type: 5 h.p.(2-speed). Date despatched : 21.5.1880 
Customer: Whitaker & Son, Shuttleworth, near Bury. Cylinders: 7" dia. x 10" stroke 
Driving Wheels : cast iron, 5'0" dia. x 5" wide, cast steel tyres 
Front Wheels " " 3'6" dia. x 5" wide, " " " 

Own Measurements: boiler 3'10" dia., wheelbase 6'8". 

The other loco owned by this quarry railway was an 0-4-0ST by Bagnall's - see drawing 
[unsuitable for reproduction]. At the time of the landslide this loco was awaiting the fitting of a 
new cylinder - this is still lying alongside the loco! Being in a shed, the loco is in fair 
condition, only the chimney and smokebox having suffered badly from rust. 

Around the 'yard' are vast heaps of rusting machinery out of which can be sorted the 
remains of many 4-wheeled wagons; not all are 3'0" gauge, examples of 2'0" gauge and a 
solitary 18"-gauge vehicle being discovered. Two types of wagon - wood and metal - can 
still be found on the track. Of the former, some six vehicles, two are full of stone waiting to 
go to the crusher (if this will ever be done) whilst four sport new wooden brake blocks. The 
metal vehicles (two) have no bodies but are fitted with Norwegian couplings! 



The track is in position as shown on the map, but completely covered in grass. It is very 
heavy, and under its 'protective covering' is in pretty fair shape. After an hour at this 'slim 
gaugers paradise' we had to leave, but it was a very worthwhile visit, and all in one field! 

For anyone interested, I can arrange for quarter-plate prints of the following, at a cost of 8d. 
each post-free : 
Five views of A&P 2-2-0; metal wagon; wooden wagon; two views of yard; view of smokebox 
of Bagnall loco. 

P.S.Halton (address on p.11) 

Talyllyn Railway 

As usual, the railway ran a service during the Easter Holidays, and this year carried a record 
number of passengers. The regular week-day service was resumed on Whit Saturday May 
181h. On Whit Sunday the special train was run, and this carried well over 200 passengers; 
this is the highest number ever conveyed on one train, all items of rolling-stock being in use 
for this trip. Since the record-breaking holiday period, the regular service has been continued 
with well-patronised trains. 

Visitors by coach have been carried in greater numbers this season, and in addition to 
advertised tours at least once per week, the line is becoming increasingly popular for Private 
Parties of various sizes. 

A member has suggested that we repeat our 'more successful covers' about a year after 
they have been first used. Have any other members any comments on this, for or against? 
Ed. 

Snowdon Mountain Railway 

For the benefit of members who may be in the area, the service is as follows (weekdays 
only, except where otherwise indicated) : 

Llanberis 
Summit 

10.00 
11.00 

A 
11.00 
12.00 

B BX B B ABX 
12.00 1.30 2.00 3.00 4.30 
1.00 2.30 3.00 4.00 5.30 

A : will not run after September 15th 
B : runs also Bank Holiday Sunday 
X : runs half-an-hour earlier on Bank Holiday Sunday 
Trains will not run with less than 20 return passengers or the equivalent in adult fares. The 
Company reserves the power to stop the train from proceeding above a certain height if the 
weather or other conditions prove unsuitable for the complete ascent. Service is subject to 
weather and other circumstances permitting, and terminates on October 131h. All times must 
be verified at Llanberis at the time of the journey. 

Festiniog Railway 



For the benefit of members who may be in the area, the service is as follows (weekdays 
only, also August Bank Holiday Sunday, until September 22"d.): 

A A 
Portmadoc (H) 11.00 12.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 
Boston Lodge 11.07 12.07 2.07 3.07 4.07 5.07 
Minfford 11.14 12.14 2.14 3.14 4.14 5.14 

Minfford 11.30 12.30 2.30 3.30 4.35 5.30 
Boston Lodge 11.37 12.37 2.37 3.37 4.42 5.37 
Portmadoc (H) 11.44 12.44 2.44 3.44 4.49 5.44 

A : runs July 161
h to September 81h only; not on August Bank Holiday Sunday 

Trains will call at Pen Cob (for the Beach) on notice being given to the Guard. 

Ian Allen publications of interest to n-g enthusiasts : 
Mountain Railway Guide to Central Switzerland 3/6d. 
Diesel Locomotives 2/6d. 

From C.R. Model Railways, 10 Piece Wood Road, Tinshill Lane, Leeds 16. 

Information Required 

In an effort to bring their records up to date, Messrs W.G.Bagnall Ltd., have asked us to 
assist by providing information as to location, condition etc., of any of their early locomotives 
known or subsequently discovered, to be still in existence. All members are asked to notify 
the Asst. Hon. Secretary of anything that they might consider to be of interest. Please give 
this matter your personal and urgent attention, but also, please make your notes on one side 
of th; paper only ( details of Cliffe Hill, Leics, and Scout Moor, Lanes., already held). 

Narrow Gauge Live Steam Modelling 

Mr. T. Still, of "Ladymead", 175 Rugby Road, Hinckley, Leics., would like to hear from any 
other member who shares his interest in building live-steam models of narrow-gauge 
locomotives. He particularly asks for information regarding paraffin pressure burners. If 
anyone can help, please drop a line to Mr. Still direct. 

Vale of Rheidol Railway 

A set of photographs of this railway is available in postcard form price 4d. each. The set of 
three different, two of which are pre-GWR, can be obtained for 113d. post free from the Hon. 
Secretary. 

Blueprints 

The Model Engineering Rep. Has quite a large selection of blueprints of narrow-gauge locos 
and rolling stock. Please send s.a.e. for list. 

New N-G Locos for Peru 

The Hunslet Engine Co., Ltd., have completed two 2-8-0 locos for use in Peru. One is for the 
F.C.de Truji, the other for the F.C.Guaki La Paz. 



The Hon. Secretary still has a few badges for sale, the price is 3/6d. each plus postage. 

NGRS Officers and Committee 

Hon. Secretary : E.G.Cope, 10 Piece Wood Road, Tinshill Lane, Leeds 16. 

Asst. Hon. Secretary: RN.Redman, 11 Outwood Walk, Horsforth, Leeds. 

Hon. Treasurer: J.M.Birdsell, 7 Broomhill Drive, Leeds 17. 

Chairman: AS.Dunning, 41 Longden Avenue, Beaumont Park, Huddersfield. 

Hon. Librarian : RP.Lee, The Willows, Fenay Bridge, Huddersfield. 

Model Eng. Rep. : P.S.Halton, 18 Eden Crescent. Leeds 4. 

Technical Rep.: P.G.Brennand, 37 Norwich Avenue, Hunslet Carr, Leeds 10. 

Society Liaison Officer : K.Lister, 95 Dewsbury Road, Leeds 11. 

Magazine Editor: T.H.Spink, 37 Leeds Road, Wakefield. 

Mr. A.R.Taylor, of Diss, writes : "By a strange coincidence, the day after the arrival of THE 
NARROW GAUGE, I received a copy of the May 1989 issue of RAILWAY MAGAZINE, in 
which was an article on the White Pass & Yukon Railway. According to this, it was intended 
to build the railway as far as Fort Selkirk, a distance of over 300 miles. The date of the first 
train was given as 21st July 1898; two trains daily were running as far as the summit, and the 
line was scheduled to be open as far as Lake Bennet by 15th May 1899." 

Some Recent Items of Narrow-Gauge Interest 

Model Railway News, June : Letter and photos of mixed-gauge track in Germany 
July : Festiniog Railway article and photos 

Model Railway Constructor, June : Welsh pool & Llanfair photo of cattle van 100663 
July : Campbelltown & Macrihanish Light Railway - 

article, photos, and drawing of 0-4-0ST 
Railway Magazine, May : Huntsville & Lake of Bays Railway - article and photo 

June : Talyllyn Railway - photo of "Douglas" and "Edward 
Thomas" 

Festiniog Railway - photo of "Prince" 
Vale of Rheidol Railway - photo of No.7 
Cavan & Leitrim Railway - two photos of T&D No.5 

Railway Gazette, June 15th : Vale of Rheidol - photo of No. 7 ""Owain Glyndwr" 
Modern Transport, June 15th: Festiniog Railway- article and photo on restoration 
Wide World, Apr/May: Talyllyn Railway - article by L.T.C.Rolt "Rescue of a Railway" 
Mine & Quarry Engineering, June : Meadowbank Rock Salt Mines, Winsford, 

Cheshire - 2ft-gauge battery elec. locos etc. 
Derbyshire Countryside, June/July: Crich Railway of Clay Cross Co., photo/article 



Model Engineer, June 281h : Listowel & Ballybunion Railway - article and litho's on 
monorails. 

Please do not forget the s.a.e. when writing. Ed. 

~ (Compilers Note: This volume covers Issues 15-18 of THE NARROW GAUGE. Continuing 
the chaotic 'system' of those early years, Issue 15 was dated December 1955, but not 
numbered, whilst No's 16-18 were marked 1956/1, 1956/2 and 1956/3 respectively (the so 
called 'Continental System'), but were otherwise neither dated nor sequentially numbered! 
L.L.) 
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